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THE ISSUE
· In the Seattle area, nearly 228,000 people commute into downtown each day. Approximately 40-50 percent of those commuters drive alone on a regular basis.
 

· The typical American household spends 18% of its income on driving costs–more than it spends on food.
 

· More than one in seven Americans says they have changed or left a job because of the commute.
 

· King County residents who drive to work alone spend nearly 48 hours a year stuck in traffic.
 
· Congestion directly affects businesses by increasing the costs of transport, travel time, vehicle operating costs, and indirectly through the increase in costs of goods and services.
 
· Estimates of the cost of congestion, to residents and businesses in the central Puget Sound region, range from between $1.5 billion to $2 billion annually. These costs are primarily in the form of lost time that cannot ever be recovered. 
 
· Employment and residential growth in the Seattle area is projected to grow significantly in the next 10-15 years. If current commute patterns were to remain the same, the combination of this growth and downtown construction projects would require 20 blocks of new 10-story parking garages to store commuter cars.

THE SOLUTION
· Using commuting options other than driving alone saves money in parking and fuel costs. A typical Seattle commuter who lives ten miles from work could save an estimated $3,900 a year, not to mention wear and insurance on their car.

· Telecommuting, carpooling, using public transportation, walking, or bicycling—only one day a week for a year—can save the typical commuter more than 1,200 miles on their vehicle and hundreds of dollars in total driving costs.

· In 2005, the absence of about 26,000 vehicles on the state’s roads each workday morning reduced Washington’s petroleum use by about 7.9 million gallons of fuel. Based on the average fuel price during the time of this study, commuters saved $23 million in 2007 by reducing their energy consumption.

· Employees love commuter benefits. A 2006 study showed that 68%of commuters reported a positive attitudinal shift when they learned that their employers offered commuter benefits to employees.

· Employer-based commute programs work. Nearly 250 worksites in Seattle participate in commuter programs. In fact, at worksites that have participated in the commute program since 1993, the drive-alone rate dropped from 47.4% in 1993 to 40.0% in 2007.

· If congestion were not present, PSRC estimates that residents of the greater Seattle area would spend 40 percent less time traveling by automobile during peak periods.







� 2006 PSRC HH Activity Survey, verified by 2006 King County Metro Rider/Non-rider survey


� Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2006.


� (ABC News Poll, February 2005): �HYPERLINK http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Traffic/Story?id=485098&page=1 ��http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Traffic/Story?id=485098&page=1�


� (2007 Urban Mobility Report. Texas Transportation Institute): http://tti.tamu.edu/documents/mobility_report_2007_wappx.pdf


� The Cost of Congestion to the Economy of the Portland Region. Executive Summary December 2005. Prepared by: Economic Development Research Group, Inc., Boston, MA


� PSRC Traffic Choice Study Summary Report, 2008


� City of Seattle


� Calculation: Five days/week 48 weeks a year (Bureau of Labor Statistics).  Average mpg on passenger car is 22.4 in 2006 (US Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration Transportation Statistics).  Average price per gallon in Seattle on 10/20/08 was $2.84 (AAA). Average parking rate is $275 per month in Downtown Seattle (Colliers International survey 2007).


� http://www.italladdsup.gov/resources/clean_air_facts.asp


� CTR 2007 Interim State Report to the Washington State Legislature (page 6)


12GFK Automotive, National Survey Findings on Attitudes and Behaviors


� WSDOT Transportation Demand Management Office in Olympia


� PSRC Traffic Choice Study Summary Report, 2008
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