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Commute Seattle Backgrounder

Introduction

Commuting to work alone takes a toll on employees and businesses. King County residents who drive to work alone spend nearly 48 hours a year stuck in traffic.
 More than one in seven Americans says they have changed or left a job because of the commute.
 In the central Puget Sound region, congestion costs residents and businesses between $1.5 and $2 billion each year, mostly in the form of lost time that can never be recovered. 
 There are many problems that arise from single occupancy commuting, but driving alone isn’t the only option. Commute Seattle connects commuters with a variety of commuting resources in one convenient location. When it comes to getting downtown, commuters have options.
What is Commute Seattle?

Commute Seattle is a commuter service organization working to reduce drive-alone commuter trips in an effort to improve access to and mobility through downtown Seattle. An alliance of the Downtown Seattle Association, King County Metro, and the City of Seattle, the organization helps commuters find an alternative to driving alone by providing downtown commuters, employers, and property owners with information about a variety of commute options in one convenient location. This three-tiered approach allows Commute Seattle to equip those who can influence and empower commuters to change their commuting behavior for the better. Commute Seattle’s work helps enhance downtown’s attractiveness as a place to do business by providing transportation options that help people get downtown easily and without delay. 

What does Commute Seattle offer?

Commute Seattle offers commuters, employers and building owners and managers the tools to reduce drive-alone commutes into downtown: 
· Commuters: Commute Seattle connects commuters with a variety of commuting resources in one convenient location. From real-time bus tracking to bike maintenance locations, carpool networking to vanshare participation, Seattle commuters have access to the tools to change their daily commute. Commuters also have the option of receiving free, custom consultations with commuting experts who understand how to incorporate small to large changes that can dramatically affect commuters.

· Employers: Commute Seattle provides downtown employers of any size with free custom consultations to help design a commute program that meets the unique needs of their workplace, budget and company culture. In turn, these programs can increase employee satisfaction, reduce tardiness, and reduce employee stress. They also help keep downtown mobile, something that is critical to continued economic vitality. 
· Building Owners: To compete in the current real-estate market, providing commute-friendly amenities make a great investment. From parking management strategies to compliance with Transportation Management Program (TMPs), Commute Seattle provides building owners and managers with free, custom consultations to develop a commuting plan that makes sense for their building and tenants. 

For more information visit www.CommuteSeattle.com or call (206) 613-3131.
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� (2007 Urban Mobility Report. Texas Transportation Institute): http://tti.tamu.edu/documents/mobility_report_2007_wappx.pdf


� (ABC News Poll, February 2005): �HYPERLINK http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Traffic/Story?id=485098&page=1 ��http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Traffic/Story?id=485098&page=1�


� PSRC Traffic Choice Study Summary Report, 2008
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